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WHAT CHANGE OCCURRED !M TOBACCO PROSPECTS DURING JULY? 
THE PRESENT CORN ESTIMATE 1§S ABOVE OR BELOW LAST YEAR'S CROP? 
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THE INDICATED 1949 COTTON CROP 1S ABOVE OR BELOW LAST YEAR'S 


THE 1949 SWEETPOTATO CROP) IS ESTAMATED AT HOW MANY BUSHELS? 
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DISCUSS EGG PRODUCTION FOR “JULY. 
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GENERAL SITUATION 


Weather conditions over most 
of the State during June and July 
were somewhat unfavorable for grow- 
ing and maturing crops. 

Unusually high temperatures and 
clear, sunny days during the latter 
part of July depleted soil moisture 
rapidly, especially so in upper 
Coastal and Piedmont Counties. 
The lower leaves of late set tobacco 
had begun to "fire-up" and late 
maturing corn showed Signs of 
needing rain. General rains set 
imo ye bnew rost. Ore August. and 
thereby prevented further damage 
to crops from dry weather. 

Pastures and hay crops were in 
better than average condition 
as of August 1. Generally pas- 
tures have afforded excellent 
grazing throughout the current 
CYLON eat. Excessive rainfall 
in localized areas during the 
first week in July hampered the 
harvesting of hay and some growers 
FevormvedsLosingeallLeor. part. OL 
their hay crops. 

Excessive rains during early 
July also retarded the growth 
and development of the peanut 
crop. The crop improved during 
the latter half of the month and 
present prospects are for a fairly 
good crop. 

Boll weevil infestation has 
been unusually heavy throughout 
the cotton producing area. This 
fact combined with unfavorable 
weather during the planting season 
is primarily responsible for the 
rather poor cotton prospects when 
compared with last year. 

Harvesting of the tobacco crop 
was the center of farm labor ac- 
tivities during July and most 
of the crop has been harvested 
in the Border and lower Eastern 
belts. 

Harvest of the commercial peach 
crop was completed by August 1. Out- 
come of the crop was somewhat under 
earlier expectations. Brown rot 
caused some heavy losses towards 
the end of the season and reduced 
the carrying quality of much of 
the harvest. ’ 


RECORD CORN CROP INDICATED 


Based on growers estimates of the 
condition of their corn crops on 
August 1, prospective production 
now stands at 69,088,000 bushels. 
Weather conditions permitting, a 
production as now forecast would 
mean the largest North Carolina corn 
crop of record. A production of 
69,006,000 bushels was realized from 
all corn harvested in 1948, which is 
the record high for the State. Pro- 
duction for the ten-year period 
(1938-47) is 53,124,000 busheis. 

A votal of 2,159,000 acres of 
corn for harvest for all purposes 
is currently estimated for North 
Carolina. Since this is a decrease 
of 3.1 percent from the 1948 har- 
vested acres, the high production 
indicated for 1949 is due entirely 
to prospective higher yields. 

The average yield for North 
Carolina on August 1 is indicated 
at 32.0 bushels per acre, a record 
high, and compares with 31.0 bu- 
shels for 1948 and the average of 
23.0 bushels. 

The Nation’’s 1949 corn crop is es- 
timated at 3,538 million bushels, 
practically unchanged from the July 
l estimate. Such a production would 
be the second largest of record, 
exceeded only by last year’s all- 
time high of 3,651 million bushels. 


TOBACCO PROSPECTS STILL GOOD 


Production of flue-cured tobacco 
in North Carolina is estimated at 
780 million pounds. This estimate 
is based upon conditions as of 
August 1 and is subject to change 
each month until the crop is har- 
vested. 

The prospective flue-cured pro- 
duction of 780 million pounds is 
slightly above estimated production 
as of July 1. Flue-cured produc- 
tion prospects improved as of Aug- 
ust 1 due to an increase in the 
estimated yield per acre of Type 13 
CObaAcCoO, te. cee rome ICO MLOn tao 40 
pounds per acre. Production pro- 
spects for Types 11 and 12 remained 
the same as July (see table on 
page 3). 

The total estimated flue-cured 
production of 780 million pounds is 
5.4 percent above production in 1948 
and 15.7 percent above the 10-year 
average production. An increase of 
6 percent in the total flue-cured 
acreage above last year is respon- 
sible for the indicated increase in 
production since yield prospects 
per acre are about the same as last 
year. 

Prospects for the Burley Crop 
(Type 31) declined from 18. 3 million 
pounds as of July 1 to 17.1 million 
pounds as of August l. 
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JULY EGG PRODUCTION UP 
4 PERCENT OVER 1948 


Production of eggs on North 
Carolina farms during July totaled 
82 million, 4 percent above egg 
production during the same period 
last year, but 15 percent below 
production for June. 

The number of leyers on North 
Carolina farms in July is estimated 
at 6,562,000, 4 percent under the 
number of layers reported for June, 
but 7 percent mcre layers than were 
on farms during July of last year. 

The number of eggs produced per 
100 layers dropped sharply in July, 
giving a decrease of 161 eggs per 
100 layers below the rate of lay 
reported for June, and slightly 
below the rate of lay for July of 
last year. This decline in the 
rate of lay is likely due to hot 
weather, lighter culling of flocks 
and early addition of pulletsto 
laying flocks. 

The total number of eggs pro- 
duced from January to July inclusive 
is estimated at 707 million, or 
about 63 million eggs above egg 
production for the same perioda 
year ago. 

Farm flocks for the entire United 
States laid 4,334,000,000 eggs in 
July -~ 2 percent less than in July 
last year, but 7 percent more than 
the 1938-47 average. Layers on 
hand were only slightly less than 
a year ago. 


SOYBEAN CROP UP 5 PERCENT 


Conditions as of August 1 point 
to a soybean crop (for beans) of 
3,752,000 bushels. This is 5 percent 
above the 3,564,000 bushe s harvest- 
ed in 1948 and 50 percent above 
the 1938-47 average. The indica- 
ted yield of 14.0 bushels per acre 
is only .5 bushels above last 
year’s yield, but 2.2 bushels 
above the 1938-47 average. 

Growers nave indicated that 
a total of 268,000 (equivalent 
solid) acres will be harvested 
for beans this year as compared 
with 264,000 acres’ harvested 
in 1948. This year’s acreage for 
beans is 26 percent above the 1938- 
47 average. 

Current estimates point to one 
of the largest soybean crops (for 
beans) of record, however, this 
can be explained by the gradual 
shift in acreage that has been 
taking place for the past several 
years. Since 1940 the total ac- 
reage devoted to soybeans (for 
beans) has increased from 190,000 
acres in 1940 to 268,000 acres in 
1949. While the acreage devoted to 
soybeans for beans has increased 
the acreage allotted to soybeans 
grown alone has declined from 
360,000 acres in 1940 to 353,000 
acres in 1949. 
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SWEETPOTATO CROP BELOW AVERAGE 


August 1 conditions indicate a 
sweetpotato crop for North Carolina 
somewhat larger than the 1948 pro- 
duction, but 20 percent below the 
1938-47 average. The prospective 
crop is estimated at 6,210,000 bu- 
shels, compared with 5,635,000 
bushels in 1948 and the 1938-47 
average of 7,714,000 bushels. Ac- 
reage for harvest is placed at 
54,000, 10 percent more than the 
49,000 acres harvested in 1948, 
but 26 percent below the 1938-47 
average. 

Average yield per acre is cur- 
rently estimated at 115 bushels 
the same yield as farmers harvest- 
ed per acre in 1948, but 9 bushels 
above the 1938-47 average. 

Acreage devoted to sweetpotatoes 
this year is the second lowest 
Since 1882. The 1948 crop of 
49,000 acres was the smallest during 
this period. The sweetpotato crop 
generally made fair progress during 
July and conditions as of August l 
are about the same as indicatedby 
growers a month earlier. 


AuGusT 1949 
NO CHANGE IN HAY PROSPECTS 


Production of all hays in North - 
Carolina as of August 1 is estimat- 
ed at 1,297,000 tons, showing no 
change from prospects of a month 
earlier. Weather conditions during 
the last week of July were ideal 
for cutting alfalfa and other mixed 
hays and many farmers were then 
actively engaged in this work where 
maturity of the crops justified. 

Current prospects are fora 
harvest of 122,000 tons of alfalfa 
this year, compared with 92,000 
tons in 1948. This higher produc- 
tion is due principally to a 31 
percent increase in the State's 
alfalfa acreage--51,000 acres 
this year compared with 29,000 
acres in 1948. 

Lespedeza hay crops are expect- 
ed to produce an estimated 567,000 
tons of hay this year compared with 
553,000 tons last year. Condition 
of this crop is above average; how- 
ever, a much heavier than usuel out- 
break of dodder has developed this 
year, particularly in upper Pied- 
mont counties. 


N, C. COTTON CROP ESTIMATED AT 570,000 BALES 


Based on August 1 conditions, 
North Carolina’s 1949 cotton crop 
is forecast at 570,000 bales (500 
lbs. gross weight). This is 16 
Percent or 108,000 bales less than 
the 1848 crop of 678, 000. The 
10-yr. average production is 549,000 
bales. The lint yield per acre 
from the 1949 crop is estimated at 
337 pounds, compared with the av- 
erage of 447 pounds last year and 
the 10-year average yield of 355 
pounds. 

The 1949 cotton crop got off 
to a slow start. Cool weather at 
planting time resulted in poor 
germination and slow plant develop- 
ment and necessitated consider-~ 
able replanting to obtain good 


stands. Boll weevils have develop- 
ed rapidly in all areas and re- 
ports point to one of the most 
serious boll weevil infestations 
for quite a number of years. 
Alternate periods of excessive 
moisture and abnormally high 
temperatures have been damaging to 
the crop in many of the important 
areas. 

As of August 1 the acreage for 
harvest is estimated at 811,000 
acres, compared with 718,000 har- 
vested a year ago. 

For the Nation as a whole, the 
1949 cotton crop is estimated 
at 14,805,000 bales, only 63,000 
bales below the production dur- 
ing 1948. 


COTTON: CONDITION, ESTIMATED ACREAGE FOR HARVEST AND 
PRODUCTION, AUGUST 1, 1949, ALL STATES 
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SMALL GRAIN PRODUCTION FAVORABLE 


August 1 indicated total pro- 
duction of North Carolina’s major 
small grains (wheat, oats, barley 
and rye) holds to a fairly favorable 
level. Harvest of wheat was prac- 
tically complete and thus made 
possible a better appraisal of the 
outcome of crops by growers. Wheat 
production on August 1 is estimated 
at 5,785,000 bushels compared with 
6,045,000 bushels in 1948 and the 
average of 6,805,000 bushels. At 
an average yield of 13.0 bushels 
per acre, this year’s wheat yield 
is the lowest since 1943 and the 
second lowest since 1939. Yields 
of wheat were cut sharply this 
season as a result of damaging 
winter freezes in many areas, poor 
pollination, rust and mildew and 
some insect infestation. 

Production of rye at 262,000 
bushels is the lowest since 1907. 
However, the estimated yield of 
12.5 bushels is equal to that of, 
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last year and holds to the high 
level attained during the past 
few years. The small production 
forecast is due to steadily de- 
clining acreage, estimated at 
21,000 acres for 1949, the small- 
est of record. 

Barley and oats production 
are at high levels this year, 
and it is these two crops that 
give the total small grain pro- 
duction for 1949 a reasonably 
favorable balance. Barley pro- 
duction is currently estimated 
at 936,000 bushels, compared with 
799,000 last year. Yield is in- 
dicated to be 26.0 bushels per 
acre compared with 23.5 bushels 
in 1948. Oats production August 
1 is estimated at 12,150,000 bush- 
els, being exceeded only by the 
1946 production of 12,870,000 
bushels. Yield this year is in- 
dicated to be 30.0 bushels per 
acre, compared with 29.5 in 1948, 
the average of 26.6 and the record 
yield of 33.0 bushels in 1946. 


PAGE 3 
PEANUT CROP OFF 17 PERCENT 


Based on conditions as of August 1 
North Carolina's 1949 peanut crop 
(for picking and threshing) was es- 
timated at 254 million pounds, the 
smallest crop since 1938 when 244 
million pounds were harvested. If 
this current estimate is realized 
it would be 92 million pounds or 
26 percent less than the 1948 crop 
and 17 percent less than the 1938- 
47 average. The 242,000 acres like- 
ly to harvested for nuts this year 
is 18 percent smaller than the 
295,000 acres harvested last year. 

The expected yield of 1,050 
pounds of nuts per acre is 125 
pounds below the 1948 crop and 74 
pounds less than the average. 

Excessive rains during the early 
part of July temporarily damaged the 
crop and caused a halt in growth. 
however, during the latter half of 
the month, weather and soil condi- 
tions improved and the crop has 
made a remarkable recovery. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES, ACREAGE, YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS 1948 AND INDICATED 1949 
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LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER DECLINES 


Commercial slaughter in North 
Carolina during June was lower in 
numbers for all types of meat animals 
than in June of last year. This in- 
cludes slaughter under Federal in- 
spection and other wholesale and 
retail slaughter, but excludes 
farm slaughter. 

Total liveweight of animals 
Slaughtered during June was lower 
for all types except sheep and 
lambs, as compared with the corres- 
ponding month of last year. 

Commercial slaughter over the 
State for the first six months of 
this year was approximately 23 per- 
cent lower in numbers for all types 
of meat animals than during the 
comparable period last year. Total 
liveweight of animals slaughtered 
for the same period was around 22.5 
million pounds under slaughtering 
for the first six months of last 
year. 

Meat production in commercial 
plants in the United States during 
June 1949 totaled 1,570 million 
pounds. This was an increase of 4 
percent from the 1,507 million 
pounds produced in May, but a de- 
crease of 7 percent from the 1,694 
million pounds produced in June 
last year. Production of commercial 
meat for the six-month period, 
January-June this year, was only 
Slightly below production for the 


Same period last year. 
More animals were slaughtered 


during June than a month earlier 
for all species, except hogs. Com- 
pared with June a year ago, fewer 
animals were slaughtered for all 
species. Comparing the first six- 
months this year with the corres- 
ponding period last year, the number 
of head slaughtered was down for 
each species by the following per- 
cenvages: cattle, 2 percent; calves, 
10 percent; and sheep and lambs, 21 
percent. 


NORTH CAROLINA LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER 
JANUARY = JUNE TOTAL 
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JULY WEATHER SUMMARY 


July was a warm month. The first few days were rather cool but from the 
5th to the end of the month the mercury reached into the upper 80’s or high- 
er in most areas outside of the mountains. In fact, several stations in 
the Piedmont and Coastal Plains reported temperatures of 90 degrees or higher 
on at least 20 days. A genuine heat wave prevailed the last 11 days of July 
during which time several stations recorded readings well above the century 
mark. Average temperatures for the month ranged from 3 to 5 degrees above 
normal values. Near drought conditions prevailed in the Central and South- 
ern Piedmont following more than a month with little or no rain. Heavy rains 
during the middle of July effectively ended the drought in those areas. Rain- 
fall amounts were generous in almost all areas of the State. 


NORTH CAROLINA gt 
INCHES OF RAINFALL : 
DURING JULY, 1949 
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Rainfall data furnished 
by Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 


Garrett DeMots 7" 
Meteorologist 
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